Lyrics

Here comes a wave

Meant to wash me away

A tide that is taking me under
Swallowing sand

Left with nothing to say

My voice drowned out in the thunder

But | won't cry
And | won't start to crumble
Whenever they try

To shut me or cut me down

| won't be silenced

You can't keep me quiet

Won't tremble when you try it

All I know is | won't go speechless
'‘Cause I'll breathe

When they try to suffocate me
Don't you underestimate me

'‘Cause | know that | won't go speechless

Written in stone

Every rule, every word
Centuries old and unbending
Stay in your place

Better seen and not heard

But now that story is ending

'Cause | cannot start to crumble

So come on and try

Try to shut me and cut me down

| won't be silenced

You can't keep me quiet

Won't tremble when you try it

All I know is | won't go speechless
Speechless

Let the storm in

| cannot be broken

No, | won't live unspoken

'‘Cause | know that | won't go speechless

Try to lock me in this cage

| won't just lay me down and die

| will take these broken wings

And watch me burn across the sky
And it echoes saying |

Won't be silenced

No you will not see me tremble when you
try it

All I know is | won't go speechless

Speechless

‘Cause I'll breathe

When they try to suffocate me

Don't you underestimate me

'Cause | know that | won't go speechless
All I know is | won't go speechless
Speechless



Background to the song

Princess Jasmine is placed under arrest by the new sultan of Agrabah, Jafar. As she’s being
led away by the guards, she reflects on a lifetime of having men tell her that her opinion is
invalid or not wanted. She determines not to stay silent this time, with her kingdom being
taken over by a dictator.

Questions to consider

What metaphor is used in the first verse? The sea
Why might Jasmine have used this metaphor? Agrabah is close to the sea.

What are the waves a metaphor of? Everyone who doesn’t allow her to speak as an equal,
the traditions, opinions, discrimination.

Why is the wave meant to wash her away? Those who don'’t allow her to speak may fear
her.

What happens if you get caught in a tide? It is dangerous, you have to swim against it,
tiring yourself and can eventually drown.

What does swallowing sand mean? It further proves the point of being dragged down to
the bottom and also with sand in her mouth she cannot speak.

What verb is used in the last line of the verse? Drowned
On a scale of 1-5, how effective is this word? Open for discussion?

Why? | find it effective as it shows how passionate Jasmine feels about this if she can’t be
treated equally, what'’s the point of living.

What is the thunder a metaphor for? Everyone else’s opinion, thoughts and prejudices.

Why do you think she has described it as thunder? Thunder tends to sound scary, but
there is little substance, everyone is talking but no real change happens.

Why does she choose the word ‘crumble’? The word crumble describes something that
deteriorates and isn’t able to be put back together.

Can you think of something that crumbles?

What does Jasmine want to speak about? She wants equality, she wants to rule, she
wants to be seen as more than just someone to be married to a Prince.



Why is it important to not be silenced?
Can you think of examples in today’s world of people who may feel silenced?

Why does Jasmine use the modal verb of certainty by saying ‘Can’t keep me quiet’?
She is making it clear that no-one can stop anyone from doing anything. The only person
that stops us achieving what we want is ourselves.

Why does she use the word tremble? What tends to happen that makes someone
tremble? They are scared.

In what way is the word choice suffocate, similar to drowned? They are both ways in
which you can die, so it further proves how passionate she feels about this.

What does the word underestimate mean? What root word does it derive from? Where
may you have seen this before? To estimate in maths is to make a rough guess linked in
maths, so to underestimate is to think someone is worth less than what they actually are.

What has been written in stone? The rules

Which rules are written in stone? The laws of Agrabah dictate many things in Jasmine’s
life, such as the law that forces her to marry a prince so the prince could become Sultan.
These ancient, powerful laws seem to be unchangeable and unbreakable. Jasmine,
however, wants to lead her people as Sultan, and throughout the movie, the influence of the
laws dictating her life is starting to end. By the end of the movie, Jasmine is able to marry the
love of her life, Aladdin, despite him not being a prince. She is also able to become Sultan
and lead her people.

What does it tell us about these rules if they are written in stone? They are old and if it
is in stone, they can not be changed.

How old are these rules? Centuries old

Why has she described them as ‘unbending’? She is stating that they can’t be changed a
little, she doesn’t necessarily want to break them just bend them slightly to allow her to feel
valued.

Who do you think has said ‘better seen not heard’ and ‘stay in your place’? The men in
Jasmine’s life.

How would that make Jasmine feel?

Can you think of an example when you felt like this? How did you deal with the
situation?

Why does she describe this way of being treated as a story? Every story has an end but
also stories are made up, so she is saying these are made up rules that can change.



What is the storm a metaphor of? Similar to the waves in the first verse, she uses these
symbols to represent the darkness trying to stop her speak out and lead the way she knows
she can.

What is the cage a metaphor for? Everyone’s expectations of what a woman should be
like.

When she mentions laying down and dying, do you think she actually means to die?
No, she again shows that if she has to live by other people’s perceptions, she might as well
be dead as it isn’t truly living.

Why has she got broken wings? She is making it clear that even though she will rise with
wings, the years of being held back have hurt her.

What does she mean by burning across the sky? She will rise above it all, be free. The
verb burning could represent that she will leave a mark when she does it, it will be burnt into
the memory of everyone.

Looking at the song as a whole

In the original animation of Aladdin, Jafar tells Jasmine, “Speechless, | see. A fine
quality in a wife!”
Why might this have inspired the new film to include a song called speechless?

What word best describes Jasmine as a character?

Compare this Jasmine to the one from the animated film? Which would you aspire to
be and why?

What lessons can we learn from this song?
In what ways might you feel speechless in life?
In what ways does Jasmine show she would make a good leader?

Consider the famous saying, “The Only Thing Necessary for the Triumph of Evil is
that Good Men Do Nothing” what do you think this means and how might this song
link to that message?

Here is a link to the song for you to play in class -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mw5VIEIvulMI

The questions and answers to this song are down to my own personal opinion and view, you
have every right to agree or have differing views, your pupils may do too. These are purely
just suggested questions based on what | did when | used it class. | hope you find it useful.
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