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Title Talk 
The title of this story is: The Dam. 

 What is a dam? Why are dams built? 

 Why are dams so important? 

 Where are dams usually built? Why are they built in such valleys? 

 What would happen to a community who lived in a valley if such a 
dam was needed to be built? How would this community feel? Discuss. 

 

Cover Chat 
Now look at the cover of this picture book. 

 We see dark clouds looming over a reservoir. What do you think the 
dark clouds represent? Discuss. 

 We see a father and daughter looking out across the reservoir. What 
might they be thinking? How might they be feeling? 
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 What is the young girl doing? Why might she be doing this?  

 What kind of song do you think the girl would be playing? Why might 
she have chosen to play such a song? 

 

Teacher’s Note: 

On page 29 we are told that this book is based upon a true story. Reading this 
first and discussing what impact the building of a dam might have on a 
community will help you to explore the book’s main theme and help your 
learners make valuable links between the book’s fictional narrative and the 
factual events that are laid out on the book’s final page. 

 

Page 1-2 

 When does the father wake his daughter?  

 Why do you think he wakes her at this time? 

 What does he ask her to bring with her? 

 Where did the father and his daughter begin to walk? 

 Why do you think they are walking slowly towards this place? Discuss. 

 

Page 3-4 

 Look at the pictures laid out on page 3. Describe what you see. 

 Why do you think the illustrator surrounds the father and daughter with 
nature?  

 What might this suggest to you about where this story is set? 

 What does the father tell his daughter? 

 How do you think a) the father and b) the daughter will feel when he 
utters these words? 

 Why are these words said with such a heavy heart?   

 

Page 5-6 

 Look at this double paged spread of the dam. Why do you think it is 
illustrated over two pages and the father and daughter depicted as 
being so small? Discuss. 

 Is the dam dull and sad in colour or bright and cheerful? Why do you 
think the illustrator chose to depict it in this way? Discuss. 



Page 7-8 

 The father and his daughter arrive at the damn. Who does the father 
say used to play here and what did they play? 

 Who does the father say used to sing here? Who used to teach singing 
from the song book? 

 Why do you think the father starts to remember his childhood memories 
of singing and dancing, of music and parties? Discuss.  

 What do you see depicted on page 8? 

 Why do you think these memories are illustrated in black and white 
rather than in colour? What feelings does this help to create? Discuss. 

 

Page 9-10 

 Where is the father trying to go on page 9? Why do you think he is 
having to tear the door down in order to enter this house? 

 Why do you think the daughter stands watching her father trying to 
enter the house? How might she be feeling? Why? 

 Why do you think the father reassures his daughter that there is no 
danger here before he asks her to come inside? Discuss. 

 

Page 11-12 

 What does the father ask Kathryn to do? 

 Why do you think he asks her to do this? 

 What does Kathryn ask her father to do? 

 Why do you think she asks him to do this? 

 Look at the picture on page 12. Why do you think the father and 
daughter play their music and sing their song in the doorway to the 
house rather than step fully inside it? Discuss. 

 

Page 13-14 

 Look at this picture. Describe in your own words what you see. 

 Who do you think these ghostlike images are of? What are they doing? 

 Why might they be doing this? 

 Do you think these ghosts are really there or are they just being 
imagined as they play their fiddle and sing their song? Discuss. 



Page 15-16 

 Why do you think the father wants to visit more than one house and fill 
each one of them with music? 

 Do you think Katheryn would play the same tune in each house or 
choose something different to play when entering each one? Discuss. 

 Why do you think she might do this?? 

 

Page 17-18 

 Who hears this music and this singing? 

 For how long do the father and daughter play and sing?  

 Why do you think this? 

 

Page 19-20 

 What happens to the village when the dam is sealed? 

 Why would this be such a sad event? 

 However, following the small image of a boat that reminds us of water, 
we are told that the new lake that has been created looks beautiful. 
Why do you think the author chooses to tell us this? Discuss. 

 

Page 21-22 

 Describe the picture you can now see. 

 Where do you think the father and his daughter are going? 

 Why do you think the illustrator chooses to bathe the two characters in 
beautiful bright sunshine as they walk back home passing the lake? 
Discuss. 

 

Page 23-24 

 We are told that we will always be able to hear the music even though 
the village has now gone. Do you agree with this idea? 

 When does the author say we will hear this music? Make a list. 

 How is each of these things depicted on page 23? 

 

 



Page 25-26 

 Where does the father feel we will always hear the music as it rises? 

 Do you think it is important that we remember these events and people 
from the past? Why might this be? Discuss. 

 How are our memories and dreams depicted on page 26? 

 

Page 27-28 

 Where does the author say the music is?  

 What do you think he means by this? Do you agree with him? 

 What three things does he say this music helps us to do?  

 Why is this so important? Discuss. 
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